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The Exhibition Brussels Dream heads abroad - 

The Book by the Same Title Wins Czech Grand Design Award


Press Release, April 1, 2009

The extensive project Brussels Dream mapping the Czechoslovak presence at the Brussels World's Fair Expo 58 celebrates another success. One of the most prominent Czech graphic designers Robert V. Novák won a prestigious Czech Grand Design  Award in the category Graphic Designer of the Year 2008 for his narrative monograph The Brussels Dream – The Czechoslovak presence at  Expo 58 in Brussels and the lifestyle of the early 1960s  (Edited by Vanda Skálová and Daniela Kramerová). The book was published by Arbor vitae societas. Approximately 40, 000 people visited the exhibition last year in the City Gallery Prague - Municipal Library, and subsequently, in the Moravian Gallery in Brno and the Museum of Decorative Arts in Prague. This autumn, the exhibition will be held in Bratislava (SK) with Wroclaw (PL) and other European cities being negotiated. Further information can be found on www.arborvitae.eu and www.expo58.info.

Monograph “The Brussels Dream – The Czechoslovak presence at  Expo 58 in Brussels and the lifestyle of the early 1960s” presents not only EXPO 58 itself, but also the resulting trends in art, design and objects of everyday use frequently labelled in the Czechoslovak context as the “Brussels’ style“. This 400-page publication contains 600 illustrations; the cover as well as the whole concept of the book is marked with Novak’s unique style. “The Award for Robert V. Novak is a great honour for us; Robert belongs to our closest collaborators. He created a distinctive design of, for instance, the catalogue of the successful exhibition Decadence, Bohemian Lands 1880-1914 and other publications issued by our association” remarks Vladana Rýdlová from Arbor vitae societas. 

Publication “The Brussels Dream – The Czechoslovak presence at  Expo 58 in Brussels and the context of the lifestyle of the early 1960s” outlines the cultural and historical background of the origin of the Czechoslovak presentation at EXPO 58, the circumstances of the pavilion preparation, the evaluation of each exposition and the pavilion architecture and describes the significance of its success. The second half of the book opens with a more general introduction examining the scope and the development of the term Brussels’ Style and the socio-cultural and artistic aspects of the situation at the beginning of the 1960s. After that the authors focus on the context of Brussels’ Style in various artistic domains. The book is a joint work of 12 authors: Daniela Kramerová, Vanda Skálová, Vít Havránek, Konstantina Hlaváčková, Jiří Hulák, Daniela Karasová, Vojtěch Lahoda, Jan Mlčoch, Oldřich Palata, Martin Strakoš, Marta Sylvestrová-Lahodová and Jan Štulc. It is available at various bookshops or the e-bookstore Kosmas (http://www.kosmas.cz/) at the price of 1.490 CZK.

Since 1990 Robert V. Novák has worked as a book designer and applied graphic designer on various cultural projects (posters, books, exhibition catalogues, CD covers and corporate identity…), for instance for The Langhans Gallery Prague, Prague’s Municipal House, The Moravian Gallery in Brno, Museum of Decorative Arts in Prague, Arbor vitae Publishers, Kant, Academia etc. In 1992–2005 Novák cooperated on the new visual identity of Archa Theatre in Prague. He received several awards for his book design. He is a member of TypoDesignClub Prague.

Arbor vitae was founded in 1992. Since then, it has been publishing books on fine art and organizing and producing exhibitions. Arbor vitae Publishers releases books in several series – De arte series with more than 30 books focuses on diaries, essays, sententiae and memoirs of prominent Czech as well as international painters, sculptors, and architects; while the Texts on Architecture series comprises fundamental works of Czech and international architectural thought. Vera effigies series presents textual monographs of significant artists from the turn of the 20th century (e.g. Karel Hlaváček, Alfred Kubin, Arnold Schönberg, Edvard Munch), The Louisa series publishes fairy tales and legends illustrated by contemporary Czech painters and graphic artists and the AV series offers poetry, fiction and literary essays accompanied by illustrations. The monographs and catalogues of Czech and international artists have won many awards in the Most Beautiful Book of the Year competition. In 2006, Arbor Vitae was awarded the annual prize of the Czech Literary Fund's Foundation – the Prize for cultivation of the Czech book market. Arbor Vitae organizes exhibitions, always accompanied by catalogues and monographs, which take place in prestigious gallery premises such as the Prague Castle, Prague’s Municipal House, the City Gallery Prague, the Exhibition Hall Mánes, the Moravian Gallery in Brno, the Gallery Klatovy/Klenová, the Gallery of Modern Art in Hradec Králové, the Gallery of Fine Arts in Náchod, the Olomouc Museum of Art, the Art Gallery in Ostrava as well as in smaller regional galleries. The long list of our projects includes, for example, the exhibition of Eva and Jan Švankmajer, titled “Food”, held at the Prague Castle; František Skála's series of exhibitions, which attracted almost 100,000 visitors in 2004–2005; the exhibition titled “Through Disquiet to God. Sacral Art in Bohemia and Moravia in the Years 1870–1914” in the Olomouc Museum of Art and a continuing exhibition Rose Garden. Handwritten Prayer Books from the 18th and 19th Centuries. (The Collections of Jan Poš); the exhibition “Eva Kmentová” in the Exhibition Hall Mánes and in the Moravian Gallery in Brno; the exhibition titled “In Morbid Colours. Art and the Idea of Decadence in the Bohemian Lands, 1880–1914”, held in the Municipal House in Prague; the exhibition Quarrels of Vision/Facets of Modernity at the Turn of the 19th and 20th Century in the Ostrava Gallery of Fine Arts; an exhibition of works by a famous Czech artist titled “Karel Teige and Typography” in the City Gallery Prague; and the exhibition project “The Brussels Dream – Expo 58. The Czechoslovak Presence at Expo 58 in Brussels and the Lifestyle of the Early 1960s”, also held in the City Gallery Prague, which became, with over 30,000 visitors, the second most visited exhibition of 2008. Recently, Arbor Vitae has been increasingly transferring some of its activities abroad; it has a tradition of co-operation with Czech Centres around the world, and it has collaborated with the Slovak National Gallery in Bratislava. The last project, the exhibition “Decadence. Bohemian Lands 1880–1914”, taking place simultaneously in the Brussels City Hall (Hôtel de Ville de Bruxelles) and the Félicien Rops Museum in Namur, is the largest exhibition of the Czech presidency of the Council of the European Union.
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