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Press release

A record by Monika Načeva and David Cajthaml published to mark the occasion of the Decadence exhibition

30. 1. – 10. 5. 2009, Hôtel de Ville, Brusel

1. 2. – 10. 5. 2009, Musée provincial Félicien Rops, Namur

Organised by Arbor vitae societas in collaboration with the Museum of Czech Literature, Hôtel de Ville in Brussels and Musée provincial Félicien Rops in Namur.

Prague, 25 February – A limited edition of vinyl record by Monika Načeva and David Cajthaml has been released to mark the occasion of the extensive exhibition DECADENCE. BOHEMIAN LANDS 1880 – 1914 /DEKADENCE. ČESKÉ ZEMĚ 1880 – 1914, held in Belgium until 10 May. The record, entitled La Décadanse Revisited, features an 18 minute remix of a famous song La Décadanse by Serge Gainsbourg and Jane Birkin. The cover has been designed by the prominent Czech graphic designer, Robert V. Novák and the release is limited to 300 pieces only. The song can be downloaded free of charge in mp3 format from the web pages of the Decadence exhibition project at www.dekadence.info. The record is published by Arbor Vitae Societas, the company who are also behind the exhibition project. An official launch of the record will take place in the Stone Bell House on the Old Town Square on February 24.

Behind the idea of making a remix of La Décadanse, the song by the most famous couple of French pop music, Jane Birkin and Serge Gainsbourg, is the curator of the Decadence exhibition, Otto M. Urban. He invited David Cajthaml, a painter, scenographer and musician, and Monika Načeva, a singer and actress, to collaborate on this project. “I used to be into Serge Gainsbourg’s music about ten years ago, we even used it in our concerts. That’s why the offer to make a remix of the song La Décadanse was very attractive,” says David Cajthaml. Monika Načeva adds: “It was a great honour for me to be able to work on this exhibition; singing surrounded by such great paintings during the opening in Belgium was a real experience.” For Monika Načeva and David Cajthaml, the remix La Décadanse was their premiere in the field of music. Their career paths have, however, previously crossed in the field of theatre, for instance in Brno’s HaDivadlo or in Berlin’s Hebbel Theatre. Apart from Načeva and Cajthaml, violist Tomáš Schilla contributed to the recording.

The popular duo Serge Gainsbourg and Jane Birkin became famous for their hit Je t´aime... moi non plus.        A composer, lyricist, director, actor and musician, Serge Gainsbourg, is seen by many as a follower of the “cursed poets”. The multi-talented artist provoked through both his Bohemian lifestyle and nonconformist texts. “His equally famous song, La Décadanse, has both strong erotic undertones and a sense of humour,” says David Cajthaml. “I think that it was a good idea to choose the song La Décadanse, and to make a record featuring both the original French text and a Czech interpretation of the song,” adds Načeva. On the record, the original song has been divided into three parts totalling 18 minutes. On the first side of the vinyl, there is a 13 minute long version of the song La Décadanse Revisited. The other side features La Décadanse Revisited Transcendent Mix as well as two a capella tracks. This side is in Czech language.

The La Décadanse Revisited remix was recorded at the beginning of this year in One Love Studio in Makotřasy near Kladno. The record can be purchased in the Brussels’ Hôtel de Ville and Namur’s Musée provincial Félicien Rops galleries. Local fans can order the record via info@arborvitae.eu. The price of the vinyl is 290 CZK.

Tirelessly experimenting, Monika Načeva has gone through many changes in her music career – from classic rock, through trip hop, electronic dance music, ambient and world music to down tempo and turntablism. At the beginning of the nineties she started with the band Něžná žláza. In 1994 she recorded her first rock album, Možnosti tu sou..., with musicians Michal Pavlíček, Tadeáš Věrčák, František Svačina and lyricist Jáchym Topol. Simultaneously, a band called Načeva was born, performing live with member changes until 1997. In 1996 followed a trip hop style album, Nebe je rudý, again in collaboration with Jáchym Topol and newly also with Jan P. Muchow. In 1998, Načeva abandoned rock for her electronic ambient album Mimoid, in collaboration with August Fernald (DJ Gus) from London. In 2001 she released a CD entitled Fontanela, in the style of electronic-world music. After a longer pause, she has released the album Mami, combining acoustic and digital sounds. For this album, she invited the musician Michal Pavlíček and turntablist DJ Five to participate. Again, the texts were in collaboration with Jáchym Topol. With this last formation of musicians, she has been performing live concerts. As an actress, Načeva sometimes performs with the Sklep Theatre and with the Secondhand Women Theatre Cabinet.

A versatile artist, David Cajthaml, engages in painting, graphic arts, drawing, stage design, music and recently also literature. He has been making music since he was a teenager and founded the first punk band, Energie G, where he played guitar. He also participated in the legendary ultimate concert of the Kilhets band, released by Black Point Recordings last year. It is remarkable that thirty years later, Cajthaml uses the same instrument as used in this concert for the recording of La Décadanse Revisited. He performed with the band Ševcovský pop and he is also behind the electronic project Davun, on which Klára Nemravová and Zuzana Kropáčová also collaborated. As a scenographer, he has worked with HaDivadlo Theatre, Na Provázku Theatre, Na Zábradlí Theatre, Archa Theatre and others. As a visual artist he often changes styles and techniques, he exhibits both in the Czech Republic and abroad. David Cajthaml studied stage design and architecture at the Academy of Arts, Architecture and Design in Prague in the Studio of Josef Svoboda.

The exhibition DECADENCE. BOHEMIAN LANDS 1880 – 1914/ DEKADENCE. ČESKÉ ZEMĚ 1880 – 1914, presents works by the most famous Czech painters, graphic designers and sculptors whose work was inspired directly by the ideas and approach of the followers of the decadent movement in art and philosophy. It will be open to the public from May 10 in the Hôtel de Ville gallery in Brussels and in the prestigious gallery Musée provincial Félicien Rops in Namur. “The last exhibition of Czech art from the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th centuries took place nearly ten years ago,” says the curator of the project, Otto M. Urban. The motifs of decadence are present in a large number of works by Czech artists and in many art genres, such as neo-romanticism, early avant-garde, expressionism and cubism. As one of the significant movements of the first third of the 20th century, it deserves due attention from both Czech and international audiences. For the first time, this task has been taken on by a private institution – Arbor Vitae Societas, the organiser of the exhibition which represents its authors and is a warrant of a professional outcome.

The exhibition is loosely based on (and within its scope further develops) the pioneering and successful exhibition project, In Morbid Colours. Art and the Idea of Decadence in Bohemian Lands 1880 – 1914, which took place in the Municipal House in Prague between the years 2006 and 2007 and was visited by more than 30 000 people. “The main impulses for organising this exhibition in Belgium were strong contacts and international curatorial cooperation with the Musée provincial Félicien Rops as well as their enthusiasm for decadence. The Prague exhibition in the Municipal House was instantly adored by the Belgian partners, which was undoubtedly a direct impulse for a continuation,” explains Otto M. Urban. In Belgium, the exhibition has been divided into two mutually complementary collections. The first, larger collection of art works, covering two themes centred on the inner feelings of the artist and the agony of the individual has been installed in the Brussels Town Hall. The other collection, inspired by the demons of love and sexuality, is on display in the Musée provincial Félicien Rops. 

The exhibition DECADENCE. BOHEMIAN LANDS 1880 – 1914, is held under the auspices of the Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs, Alexandr Vondra, and the Mayor of Prague, Pavel Bém, and it is an official event accompanying the Czech Presidency to the Council of the European Union. The significance of the exhibition, which is a separate cultural project, has thus increased further.

For more information visit:

www.dekadence.info
www.arborvitae.eu
Exhibition organisers:

Arbor Vitae Societas (www.arborvitae.eu)

The Museum of Czech Literature/Památník národního písemnictví (www.pamatniknarodnihopisemnictvi.cz)

Musée provincial de Félicien Rops, Namur (www.ciger.be/rops)

Service Culturel de la Ville de Bruxelles (www.brupass.be; www.brussels.be)

The project is held with the support of:

Office of the Government of the Czech Republic/Úřad vlády České republiky

Capital City of Prague/Hlavní město Praha

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech Republic/Ministerstvo zahraničních věcí ČR

Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic/Ministerstvo kultury ČR

Permanent Representation of the Czech Republic to the European Union/Stálé zastoupení České republiky při Evropské unii

Czech Centres/Česká centra

National Gallery in Prague/Národní galerie v Praze

General partner of the exhibition:

ČEZ, a.s.

Partner of the exhibition:

RWE, a.s.

Under the auspices of:

Pavel Bém, the Mayor of Prague

Alexandr Vondra, the Deputy Prime Minister for European Affairs

For more information contact:

Silvie Marková

Smart Communication s.r.o. 

T/F: +420 272 657 121

M: +420 604 748 699

E: markova@s-m-art.com
W: www.s-m-art.com

Klára Vomáčková

Arbor vitae societas

T: 725 537 142

E: klara@arborvitae.eu, info@arborvitae.eu

W:www.arborvitae.eu, www.dekadence.info
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